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Chapter 4 Review Notes

To What Extent has Canada Affirmed Collective Rights?
· One thing that makes Canada unique is its collective rights.
· Collective Rights: rights guaranteed to specific groups in Canadian society for historical and constitutional reasons.  

· These groups are: Aboriginal peoples, including First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples; and Francophone and Anglophones.

· The purpose of collective rights is to affirm the collective identity of groups in society and to create a society where people of different identities belong.

· Collective Identity: The shared identity of a group of people, especially because of a common language and culture.

· Collective rights are part of the dynamic relationship between Canada’s government and Canadian citizens.

This Chapter presents some history about collective rights in Canada.  As you read, evaluate how effectively laws have affirmed collective rights over time.  Consider what implications that history has for Canadian citizens today.

Focus Questions
· What laws recognize the collective rights of First Nations peoples?

· What collective rights do official language groups have under the Charter?

· What laws recognize the collective rights of the Métis?

What Laws Recognize the Collective Rights of First Nations Peoples?

First Nations:
Indian:
What are the Numbered Treaties?
· The Numbered Treaties are historic agreements that affect the rights and identity of some First Nations in Canada.
· The Numbered Treaties have roots in the Royal Proclamation of 1763.

· Britain made the proclamation at the end of the Seven Years War, as it sought to establish control over lands in North America formerly claimed by France.

· The proclamation recognized First Nations’ rights to land, and established the principle of making treaties with First Nations through peaceful negotiations.

· Other laws also affect the collective rights of First Nations, including the Indian Act and Section 35 of the constitution.
The Numbered Treaties were agreements between the Queen and First Nations.
· First Nations agreed to share their land in peace.  Canada’s government agreed to terms covering First Nations’ education, reserves, annuities and other matters.

Annuity:

Reserves:

What is the Indian Act?
Assimilate:

Ethnocentrism:

Indian Act:

· The Numbered Treaties confirmed the Canadian government’s duty to protect the collective rights of First Nations.  The Indian Act was one way the government attempted to do this.
· The act affirmed the collective rights of First Nations.  It also created officials for each reserve-“Indian Agents”-with the power to decide individually how the government would fulfill its duties.

· The Indian Act dates from 1876.

· The act defines who may be registered as a “status Indian” with Treaty rights.

· The act originally aimed to assimilate First Nations peoples.

· It defined: how First Nations people conduct their affairs, such as band elections.

What collective rights do official language groups have under the Charter?

Anglophone:

Francophone:

What are the Charter rights of official language groups?
Official Bilingualism:

Minority Language Education Rights:

· Under the British North American Act (BNA Act) in 1867, Confederation established Canada as a bicultural, bilingual country with rights for Francophone and Anglophones.

· It made French and English the official languages of Canada’s parliament

· It guaranteed public schools for the Protestant minority in Quebec and the Catholic minorities in the rest of Canada.

What Laws recognize the collective rights of the Métis?

1869-1870

1875-1879

1885

· The Northwest resistance sought to protect Métis lands in what is today Saskatchewan, as the railway settlers moved into western Canada.
1938

1940-1960

· The temporary settlements did not give the Métis control of land.
· When the land was unsuitable for farming, fishing, the settlements went back to the government of Alberta
1982

· The Métis lobbied for recognition of Métis rights in Canada’s constitution, section 35 recognized Métis as one of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples with rights.
1990

2003

· The Supreme Court ruled that the Métis have the right to hunt and fish as one of Canada’s aboriginal peoples under the constitution.

2004
