Social Studies 9
Chapter 9: How Should Governments in Canada respond to Political and Economic Issues? (Pages 298--337)
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Chapter 9 Review Notes

· Chapter 9 focuses on one group of issues that concern Canadians: environmental issues
· This chapter explores how decisions about environmental issues affect the development of resources, jobs and quality of life.

· Climate Change:

· Biodiversity:

Focus Questions Chapter 9:

1. How do environmental issues involve political and economic decision making?

2. What political and economic decisions should Canadians make to respond to climate change?

3. What political and economic decisions should Canadians make to protect biodiversity?

How Do Environmental Issues Involve Political and Economic Decision Making? (Page 302)

What’s and Environmental Issue?

· Environmental issues arise because of human activities that change the natural world.

· Example: changes happen when factories release toxins and other pollutants into air or water, or when housing developments occupy land that once supported wild plants and animals.
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How are Governance, Economics and Environmental Issues Connected?
· Laws affect the quality of our environment, including laws about water quality.

· Economic decisions involve using resources in the natural world, such as forests, to produce goods and services, such as lumber.

What’s Climate Change?
· Climate change refers to a rise in the average temperature of Earth due to a build-up of greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the atmosphere.
· Climate change is predicted to have negative impacts such as: rising sea levels, severe weather, disruption of ecosystems and freshwater supplies.
· GHGs primarily come from burning of fossil fuels, such as natural gas, gasoline, coal and oil.

· Different regions of the world will experience different impacts of GHGs.

· What’s a Greenhouse Gas (308):

· Alberta has a large GHG output because of its oil industry and its coal fired plants for generating electricity.

· Ontario has a large GHG output because of its manufacturing sector

· Laws and policies set forth by the government help to set standards for pollution control, including GHG emissions.

· Demand for energy and for products influences the number of industrial plants in operation.

Climate Change, Regions and Emissions: North America (page 314)
· The U.S has faced pressure from countries around the world to reduce GHG emissions. 

· In 2007, the U.S has not agreed to join international negotiations or agreements concerning climate change, such as the Kyoto protocol.

· International negotiations on climate focus on reducing the GHG emissions of developed countries, such as the U.S AND Canada.
· The U.S took a stand against international negotiations on climate change partly because President George W. Bush did not believe human actions were causing climate change.

· In, 2008 in the state of the union address, President George Bush said the U.S would take action on its own to reduce GHG emissions, without entering into international agreements.
What’s the Kyoto Protocol?  (Page 316)
What Government Decisions aimed to reduce GHG emissions in 2007?

· Public transit can reduce GHG emissions by reducing the number of people who drive to work and school.

· The federal government provides funds to develop renewable energy technologies such as wind turbines and solar panels.
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